
Team Vicar of St Peter’s and All Saints churches in the Whitstable Team ministry 
Email: tillotsons@googlemail.com 

Website: www.allsaintswhitstable.com 

 

    
Rev Simon Tillotson MA 

The Vicarage 
Church Street  

Whitstable CT5 1PG 
England 

United Kingdom 
+44 1227 272308                                                           

        All Saints, Whitstable                                                                                                           St Peter’s, Whitstable 

25th  September 2020 

 
 
 
Dear all 
 

I do hope you are well. I realise news is far from good at the moment about the Covid-
19 situation and you are all in my thoughts and prayers as we prepare for the Autumn 
and Winter ahead. Remember if you need me to visit or one of our pastoral assistants 
to visit or simply to pray for you over the phone do let me know. We do care. These are 
tough times and the fact that the weather is worsening and the rate of Covid-19 
infection is growing all leads us to feel challenged on a personal level. May we trust 
ever deeper in God and believe that all we endure will only serve to strengthen our 
faith and mould us more into the image of Christ in our personalities. 

 I thought I would give you an update on our arrangements here at All Saints for the 
coming months. 

At our All Saints Church Council last night we decided as follows: 

1) Church Services. To continue with our 8am, 9.30am and 2.30pm services on 
Sunday and our Thursday 10am service. Attendance has been maintained at a 
low level at all four and with social spacing and face masks our Health and 
Safety expert Jan Mills and Dr Terry Stefani who is on the DCC have both advised 
us that things are fine and as safe as they possibly can be. 

 
An interesting thing to reflect on is that the number of infections may be high 
nationally but it should not be compared to the April or May figures as the 
number of tests is also much higher now. If we had had the same number of 
tests in the Spring as we do now then the number of positive cases recorded in 
the country would - according to many estimates - have exceeded 100,000 daily 
in the Spring. 

 
We are therefore not in the same situation as we were in the Spring, but at the 
same time we are aware that if an outbreak occurs on a significant level in East 
Kent the current situation with our church services may change then. Recent 
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data shows Kent is very low compared to much of the county. We will continue 
to be advised on this by the Church of England guidance. 

 
We have on average at the moment about 17 in attendance at our 8am service, 
34 at our 9.30am service, 18 at our 2.30pm service and 18 at our 10am 
Thursday service and nobody that I am aware of has felt unsafe receiving Holy 
Communion. The priest sanitises their hands several times during the service, 
wears a facemask and visor and people receive wafers only. The wafers are 
covered over completely till the point of distribution. 

2) Harvest and Remembrance Sunday 
 

These are both problematic due to the sheer impossibility of restricting 
numbers without upsetting and excluding many others. 

We decided in order to be inclusive we should just have these online as it would be 
impossible to safely manage these either inside or outside and they simply would not 
be the same with just a small congregation. 

 
Harvest Service. I will therefore be streaming an online Harvest Service in October on 
11th October at 10.15am (this is the new time as from this Sunday for our online 
service as the 11.15am Youtube start is rather late and they no longer allow 
churches an 11am start time). There will be services on 11th October at 8am, 
9.30am and 2.30pm but we are asking people not to bring Harvest gifts to such as tins 
and packets to the church that day for Catching Lives. 

 
Remembrance Sunday. It was decided that I will produce a video hopefully involving 
the children from the church and also members of the uniformed organisations which 
will be streamed at 10.15 to 11.05 on Remembrance Sunday on Youtube and Facebook. 
We will have our usual 8am, 9.30am and 2.30pm services that day.  

As the Youtube Facebook service will be prerecorded I will be at the war memorial 
outside All Saints on Remembrance Sunday at 11am to mark the two minute silence 
but we are not making this a public act of worship and would encourage people to 
follow it online. I am sure though this video will reach far more people than our 
regular congregation of abiout 250 that attend our normal Remembrance Sunday 
service and I would ask for your prayers for it. I promise still to mark the two minutes 
at our War memorial at 11am and remember those who gave their lives in real time 
too as well as online. 

3) Christmas 
We are thinking of completely changing Christmas at All Saints and are looking at 
running a series of Christmas services at All Saints throughout December which will be 
in the church at either 4.30pm (with child content) or 7.30pm (without child content). 
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These will be with advanced booking probably using tickets via Eventbrite and having 
some available for those who are not able to book online. 

Obviously free of charge to attend! 
At these services we will not be allowed to sing carols but people will be able to listen 
to carols and there will be Christmas bible readings and a Christian talk. I estimate we 
will need to run a significant number of these over December as we are currently only 
allowed about 45 people in All Saints at any one time and our usual attendance over all 
the Christmas services is over 1000. 

This will enable a significant section of people in our pastoral district who come at 
Christmas to attend a Christmas service at All Saints safely. Facemasks will be 
compulsory. Two metre social spacing will apply inside the church. Booking should be 
in place by the beginning of November when dates of these services will be available. 

It means services like the Crib Services on Christmas Eve and Midnight will book up 
very early but they will be the same format at the services earlier in the month so 
choosing an option earlier in the month will be almost just as good for those who do 
not book the Christmas Eve services. 

 
At these services an opportunity to make a donation to All Saints will be given as the 
church has made a huge financial loss this year and we are asking people to be 
generous to help recoup some of our significant losses. (see below) 
Obviously if further restrictions come in these plans will have to be adapted but we do 
hope this can go ahead. 

4) Children and Youth 
We had a presentation by Elena Markova our Children and Families Minister of her 
creative and innovative online work since the March lockdown. This has been much 
appreciated by a growing number of families. 

 
Much of this will continue but there is a plan in place that we can now some of her 
online work into the church hall where staffing is possible and that we can also stream 
the groups to those who want to follow on Zoom. We aim to start Sunday Club at our 
9.30am service on the first Sunday in October as the start of this process. Do contact 
Elena on 07719 983 363 if you would like to find out more. 

 
Obviously, all of the above is subject to change but we would appreciate your prayers 
as we move forward in these areas over the coming weeks. 

FINANCIAL GIFTS NOW ARE STILL GREATLY APPRECIATED 
By the end of this year All Saints is forecasting a drop of income compared to our usual 
annual year total of £41,000.These losses are as follows: 
Plate offerings losses £5000 (these are the cash gifts we receive on Sundays and other 
services such as weddings and baptisms) 
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Planned Savings losses £6000 (these are the envelope and direct debit gifts we 
receive) 
Hall rental losses £17,000 
Property income losses £2000 
Wedding fees losses £4000 
Fundraising activities losses £5000 
Gift Aid losses £3000 
We urgently need to replenish our General Fund .As it is highly unlikely we will be able 
to run our normal Fireworks and Christmas Fair in the usual way we would encourage 
you to give a gift to All Saints Whitstable 
 

If you have appreciated the ministry of All Saints Whitstable at some point in the past, 
and are grateful for its continuing ministry now, or if you simply are a well wisher 
wanting to help the church financially, then you can give online if you wish. 

 

Please make your payment to the following account 

 

Account Name: All Saints Whitstable DCC 

Account No.: 14372360  

Sort Code: 30-99-61 
International Codes if you live overseas 

BIC: LOYDGB21533 IBAN: GB41 LOYD 3099 6114 3723 60 
Alternatively cheques payable to All Saints Whitstable DCC can be sent to us at 

The Treasurer All Saints Church Office 

Church Street Whitstable CT5 1PG 
Best wishes and many thanks for all your feedback which has helped us make the 
above decisions. 
 
 

Yours sincerely  
Rev Simon Tillotson 
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